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a vote for the President and Members of Con-
gress who determine when, where, and how
they are asked to defend our freedoms.

As I address this Chamber, men and
women from Puerto Rico are serving in
harm’s way in Afghanistan and other
locations. Since the attacks of 9/11, is-
land residents have deployed about
35,000 times in overseas contingency
operations. Many have deployed on
multiple occasions. Each time they go,
they leave behind spouses, children,
and parents. As veterans will tell you,
military life requires enormous sac-
rifice from their loved ones, those
quiet heroes who support our uni-
formed personnel who must live and
work in their absence and who pray for
their safe return. On Veterans Day, we
honor not only those who fought, but
their families, as well.

There is a frame on my office wall
containing photographs of servicemem-
bers from Puerto Rico that have fallen
in the last 12 years. I often look at
those photos, row after row of young
faces, usually posing in their dress uni-
forms against the backdrop of the
American flag. Those images make me
sad, but they also give me strength.
They inspire me to keep working for
my people. They remind me what cour-
age is and what sacrifice means. And
they help me remember why rep-
resenting Puerto Rico in Congress is
the greatest honor I have ever known.

I have met many veterans from Puer-
to Rico. I have found that they value
deeds over words. They expect their
elected leaders to produce results, or at
least to work tirelessly towards that
end.

I am proud of the record we have
compiled on behalf of veterans from
Puerto Rico. We have obtained funding
to renovate the VA hospital in San
Juan, to improve existing clinics and
build new clinics throughout the is-
land, and to provide vehicles so that
residents of our State veterans home
can visit their families and travel to
medical appointments. We also
achieved Puerto Rico’s inclusion in a
Federal initiative to encourage the hir-
ing of unemployed veterans.

And I am working to honor a mili-
tary unit that perhaps best exemplifies
the service that residents of Puerto
Rico have rendered to this Nation. Con-
gressman BILL POSEY of Florida and I
have introduced legislation to award
the Congressional Gold Medal to the
656th Infantry Regiment known as the
Borinqueneers, a unit composed mostly
of soldiers from Puerto Rico that over-
came discrimination and won admira-
tion for their performance in the Ko-
rean war. Our bill has nearly 160 bipar-
tisan cosponsors, and there is a com-
panion bill in the Senate that has also
garnered strong support. I hope all my
colleagues will join me in honoring
this special group of veterans.

This Veterans Day, I renewed my
commitment to fight for the men and
women who have fought so valiantly
for us, and I thank them from the bot-
tom of my heart for their service. I do
so again today.
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COLLEGE STATION’S 75TH
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FLORES) for 56 minutes.

Mr. FLORES. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 756th anniversary of
the city of College Station, Texas.

College Station has been and is the
home to tens of thousands of Texas
families, students, businesses, and resi-
dents throughout the years, and I am
proud to offer my congratulations on
this milestone.

College Station was an unincor-
porated community for over 60 years
before officially being incorporated as
a city on October 19, 1938.

In 1869, the Houston and Texas Cen-
tral Railway was built through the
area; and in 1871, College Station was
chosen as the location for what would
eventually become one of the largest
public universities in the Nation, Texas
A&M University.

The city got its name because the
A&M campus was the focal point of
community development at the time.
In 1877, the area was designated College
Station, Texas, by the postal service,
deriving its name from the train sta-
tion located to the west of the campus.
Since incorporation in 1938, College
Station’s population has grown to over
97,000 today. Over the past 75 years,
College Station has served as a vibrant,
supportive, and safe community for
thousands of families.

Texas A&M University is still the
city’s main focal point and the largest
employer in the city. The university is
rich in tradition and history; and due
to its supportive fan base, sporting
events bring in hundreds of thousands
of tourists each year.

College Station is also the home to
the George Bush Presidential Library
and Museum, one of the region’s most
popular tourist attractions.

College Station is a fast-growing city
with a thriving economy. It has re-
cently been recognized as one of the
Nation’s best places for businesses,
jobs, families, and retirees. College
Station prides itself on having the fifth
lowest property tax rate among simi-
lar-sized communities in the State of
Texas, and the city was recently
ranked No. 5 nationally on Forbes’ list
of the best small places for businesses
and careers.

College Station is among the safest,
the most family-friendly places in
Texas, maintaining one of the best
safety ratings in the State. College
Station has also been a community
that comes together and shows support
when needed, whether it was the col-
lapse of the Aggie bonfire in 1999 or the
loss of one of our constables in August
of last year. Our community comes to-
gether in the midst of terrible adversi-
ties to support one another.

The residents and leadership of Col-
lege Station work hard to make their
city one of the best places in Texas to
work, live, and maintain an enjoyable
and fulfilling life. It is my honor to
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represent the residents of this great
city.

Madam Speaker, please join me in
commemorating the city of College
Station and its proud residents on
their 75th anniversary.

Before I close, I ask that all Ameri-
cans continue to pray for our country
during these difficult times and for the
military men and women and first re-
sponders who protect her. God bless the
American people, and God bless College
Station, Texas.

————

IN HONOR OF MARTYL
LANGSDORF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. FOSTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Martyl Langsdorf, who
created the image of the now iconic
Doomsday Clock for the June 1947
cover of the bulletin of the Atomic Sci-
entists.

The Bulletin was founded by a group
of University of Chicago scientists who
had worked on the Manhattan Project,
including Martyl’s husband, physicist
Alexander Langsdorf.

Martyl’s clock remains a singular re-
minder of the risks that we face from
nuclear weapons and the effects of cli-
mate change.

A renowned landscape painter and
longtime resident of Schaumburg, Illi-
nois, Martyl died at the age of 96 on
March 26, 2013, and will be remembered
tomorrow at the Bulletin of the Atom-
ic Scientists’ Fifth Annual Doomsday
Clock Symposium here in our Nation’s
Capital.

Fittingly titled ‘“‘Communicating Ca-
tastrophe,” the symposium will reflect
Martyl’s sensitivity to the urgency of
existential threats and her brilliance in
using art and design ‘‘to move past the
numbness and create new ways of feel-
ing, just as we tap science for new ways
of knowing,” in the words of Bulletin
Executive Director Kennette Benedict.

Martyl’s legacy continues as mem-
bers of the Bulletin’s science and secu-
rity board annually assess the state of
world affairs and use the hands of the
clock to signal humanity’s capacity to
meet challenges of nuclear weapons
and climate change.

World attention to the Doomsday
Clock confirms the impact of what de-
signer Michael Beirut, in a 2010 tribute
to Martyl entitled ‘‘Designing the Un-
thinkable,” called ‘‘the most powerful
piece of information design of the 20th
century.”

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues
to join me in honoring the late Martyl
Langsdorf for raising the world’s
awareness about grave threats and also
the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists for
providing information and rational
analysis that points to a safer world.

To close on a personal note, it was at
one of Martyl Langsdorf’s annual
peony ©parties at her garden in
Schaumburg, during a long conversa-
tion with wise old lawyer and Bulletin
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